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PREFACE

1

This one-line afphabetical list of over 18000 mss. in Sanskeie,
Marathi, Persian ete, that are in the possessiom;fﬁ:arata Itihasa
Samshodhaka Mandala has been undertaken to supply a Jong-felt
want of scholars. It gives a farrly correct idea of the range and
value of the collection, which has been preserved mn about 40 groups,
corresponding to the names of either the donors or the collectors and
is the outcome of the labour of a number of selfless and devoted
research workers of the Mandala. The collection has been accumulating
gradually during the last fifty years of the fruitful career of the
Mandala, the speed bemng a bit accelerated latterly. It has to be

{remembered that every ms. from this collection 15 a gift to the
Mandala and as such the same are not salected ones. Some of them
had to be salvaged from very uncongenial surroundings and it can be
imagined how serious bad been the job of loosening, sorting, separating,
fastening and grouping some of the mss. thus rescued. The difficulty
of properly accommeodating the mss. was Iong felt; but has been
partially solved by the grant of Rs. 5000 by the Bombay
Government in 1957 for purchasing steel cupboards. This amount was
further supplemented by this Mandala by about Rs. 2000 and 27
steel cupboards were purchased, But at least an egqual amount will
still be required to provide steel cupboards for the remaining portion
of the collection and a2 very important portion of archives which are
at present raquired to be keptin old fashioned bundles of cloth and
on open wooden shelves.

The present building of the Bharata Itthasa Samshodbaka
Mizndala would have been soon felt insufBoent o bouse any newly
acquired mss. Burt that difficulty also has been partially solved for
some years to come by the liberal building grant of Rs. one lakh by
the Bombay Government. Qut of this grant a fine three storeyed
butlding for accommodating the archives, mes. and the museum is
being constructed 2nd 1s nearing compleion. The Bombay Gavern.
ment deserves our best thanks for both these grants. But more grants
are necessanly required as these prove quite mnadequate for the
growing needs of the Mandala,
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‘The problem of the preparation of the research apparatus for the
study of this mss. collection of the Mandala was felt more difficult
than that of its housing and preservation, Both voluntary and paid
sexvices were availed of for the preparation of that apparatus. But
with the meagre resources of the Mandala it did not progress beyond
the preparation of mere title-lists of all the mss. and a card index of a
few thousands and the work would have been indefinitely delayed.
But thanks to the grants given in 1956 and 1957 by both the Indian
and the Bombay Governments, tbe Mandala has been able to prepare
and publish this one-line list of its mss. collection, In this work as
many as 14 workers have collaborated at some stage or the other.

2

This one-line alphabetical list is designed to supply relevant
information in eight sections each diwvided by a wvertical line from
anotBer and arranged in the following order :—

(i) Accession number,

(1} The title of the ms.,

(i} The name of the author,
{iv) The date of the composition,
(v ) The name of the scribe,
(v1) The date of the copy,

(viz) The subject, and

(vin) Miscellaneous information.

The abbreviations used in the list will be found printed else~
where, as also full cxplanation of the contents of each section in
Sanskrit and Marathi prefaces; but some salient features may be
noted here in English.

d,( i) The accession number consists of two parts separated by a
comma. The former part indicates the number of the dopor or
collector, while the latter gives the serial number of the ms. in that

particular collection. This latter part sometimes has a letter added at

the end.

(ii) The titles of mss. have been transeribed  exactly as they
were found in the original.  As the scribes have named thexr_ works
as they liked, works of 1dentical contents have been listed at different
places only owing to the prefixes and suffixes in the titles, When it



o

was discovered that the work also went by anotber equally popular
name, that varant 1s indicated 1n ordinary type following the main title
but separated by a dash  The parenthetical words @91% or warz 1n this
section denote that the ms contains a commentary If the commentary
bears a name, 1t takes the place of this word in the bracket A
reference to p 211 of the text will make this clear. In the first line
a3 1s followed by the general term wivyw, while 1n the sixth line
fapread 1s followed by the particular name of the commentary smafiy
The names of commentators where found are mentioned in the third
section alo 1 brackets Mere commentaries have naturally been
mentioned as such with the words 147, #m3 etc added at the end

{(mr} Names of au hors have been given as they occurred in the
mss  Dufferent authors have written different works under mndentical
titles A strange varrety is noticeable in the authors names aof even
indentical warks  The identical titles of mss alone may not, therefore,
be taken to establish the indentity of works

(1v) Details of the date of composition are noted in this cection
1f mentioned 1n clear terms  Where there 1s no such specific mention,
the date 1s taken to be that of the transcription and noted in section
no vi. In order tostick to the original even obvious discrepancies m
the details have been retained as they were, in both this and the sixth
section

(v) Fust the surname, then fathers name and lastly the
personal name 1s the order followed in the case of scribes® names
Scribes have displayed great non conformity and mmagmation m noting
down their names and at times have Sanskriticed them or mentioned
them in the muglshira mode These vaneties have been turned
1nto nniformsty for the sake of easy understanding  The Iib ral u<e of
suffixes such as iz, 1Rw, v etc without any definite abject <hounld
not necessarily be taken to denote different names, as the core happens
to be the same

{v1) Dates of transcription are usually meticulously noted n
Sansknt works but scribes of Marathi mss often omit this noting
There have been elaborate and various systems of thas* notations angd
though their mcorrect use often defies understanding, 2 careful attempt

has been made to render every detail of a date 1n the wusual current

system

comed At et vt 13 aleatly mentone i o LPOFEINE 25 1t 15
P Or &2a be inferred
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from the title. Sometimes it offers scope for difference of opinion
and its noting here is usually in accordance with the view taken by
the worker who actually handled the ms, for the prepatation of the
list. Subjects quite apparent from the title itself have not been
repeated in this section. Those that were not obvious had to be
determined by reference to the contents and where more than one
subject were dealt with, mention has been made of only the most
prominent. The Persian mss. offered even greater difficulties and
this section has altogether been omitted in their case.

(wili}) The eighth column has been reserved for all kinds of
sundry information that could be gleaned. Thus it indicates if the
ms. is incomplete, if it is in any language other than Sanskrit, if it has
the peculiarity of the ggarar and whether it 1s illustrated or otherwise.

A careful study of the list of abbreviations and of the preface
and a close perusal of a few of the entries in the body of the list
would, it 1s hoped, enable the scholar to get familiar with the various
devices used in the interest of accuracy and for the sake of brevity.

12-3-1960.
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